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Top in the world for
Cambridge Mathematics

world in Mathematics and Science subjects.
Both Shrivar and Warren were among the four St Charles College 

boys who scored a full house of three distinctions for their A Levels in 
November 2008. Warren is studying Engineering at Pretoria University 
and Shrivar is about to begin a degree in Aerospace Engineering at 
the University of Southhampton, UK. The class of 2008 broke several 
academic records with six boys receiving acceptance into Medicine 
and a record number obtaining entry into Engineering, Actuarial 
Science and Bachelor of Science courses.

Mr Allen Van Blerk
Head of Academic Research and Development, SCC

Shrivar Mohan – Nº 1 in the world for Cambridge Mathematics, and Warren Little – Nº 1 in South Africa for Cambridge Chemistry 

St Charles College boys have just scooped two prestigious 
“Cambridge Brilliance in the World” awards following the 
University of Cambridge International Examinations. Shrivar 
Mohan was awarded first place in the world with 100% for 

AS Level Mathematics. Warren Little received the top A Level result in 
Chemistry in South Africa for 2008. The Cambridge Representative for 
Southern Africa, Patti Borman, sent her personal congratulations to the 
School on these outstanding results.

Cambridge examinations are written in 157 countries across the 
world where up to ten million exam entries are received each year. It 
is gratifying to note that South African boys can match the best in the 

The support for the Enviro Quiz grows steadily every year. Three 
teams were chosen from the Quiz Qualifier to compete in the local Inter-
Schools’competition held at Epworth in May.
The A team members are:

Scott Day, Thomas Gibbs, Matthew Keyser and Clive Stratford.
The B team members are:

Lance Kime, Michael Day, Steve Gurney, and Brendrn Roberts.
The C team members are:

Michael Beghin, Angus McLennan, David Nel and Keith Stanger who 
was ill at the time and therefore Kevin Keyser filled in for him.

A well organized competition was enjoyed by a large support group 
and our A team earned first place. Epworth A team was placed second 
and our B team came tie with Maritzburg College in third place.

The next stage of the competition is to be held at the end of July at the 
local University, where our A team will compete against the winners of 
the other regions nationally. Well done and good luck for Nationals!

Mrs Isabelle Matten • Biology Department

Enviro Quiz 2009

Matthew Keyser, Clive Stratford, Thomas Gibbs and Scott Day with 
John Roff (Quiz master) and their hard-earned trophy

“i” of “Saint”: Aaron Hodgkinson
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ST CHARLES COLLEGE NOTES...

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK

The second term has, as usual, been 
exceptionally busy for staff and 
the boys. It has, however, been 
rewarding to see how much our 

boys have developed in every facet of their 
lives.

The Grade 8s have become a united 
group of St Charles boys; the Grade 9s have 
acquired a greater sense of independence 
and self-confidence; the Grade 10s are 
impatient to move to the Upper School; 
the Grade 11s are “champing at the bit” to 
become the leaders of the School and the 
Grade 12s are giving serious thought to their 
tertiary education options. 

Our boys and their teachers have done 
well and have moved St Charles’s reputation 
to levels that were previously regarded as a 
mere pipe dream. They are commended for 
their commitment and loyalty.

Recently, at our annual Old Boys’ Reunion 
Dinner, I had the pleasure of meeting the 
guest speaker, Andy Capostagno, who 
is a well-known TV sports commentator. 
During the evening we spoke about 
many things and, not least, the quality of 
schools in South Africa, particularly the 
schools in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands. He 
recently moved to the Midlands because 
of ‘the outstanding quality of education’ 
in this region. There is little doubt that 
the competition amongst the Midlands’ 
schools is the main reason for the excellence 
that is found here. Schools that embrace 
competition survive and prosper, whereas 
those that find excuses for non-performance 
eventually disappear from the scene. It is 
a South African tragedy, perhaps even a 
world tragedy, that regardless of quality of 
performance, the majority of teachers are 
still paid their salaries. However, it must be 
difficult to become inspired when standards 
that have been set for “competency” are 
so low. Motivation to do well can only be 
increased when the bar is raised. It is in the 
longer-term interests of our country that the 
achievement bar is raised and that salaries 
are linked to the performance of pupils in 
high quality external examinations and not 
in untested internally assessed assignments 
– our country has a long way to go in this 
regard.

Perhaps one of the areas of education 
that has not received sufficient attention 
is that of the teaching of social skills, skills 
that are learnt informally and outside of the 
classroom. Our boys were provided with 
appropriate opportunities in this regard 
when the rugby and hockey teams were 
billeted by the parents of St David’s College 
in Johannesburg and when the St Alban’s 
College rugby and hockey teams were 
hosted by our parents. Our boys had to 
learn how to behave as guests at St David’s 
and then had to learn how to behave as 
hosts to the St Alban’s boys. Correct social 
etiquette is learnt on these occasions and 
new friendships are established. I thank 
our parents who so generously opened 
their homes to the St Alban’s community. 
A permanent fixture against St Alban’s 
across all games has been secured and I 
understand that St David’s is keen to visit 
us next year. Our boys did us proud on the 
behaviour front and have learnt that sport is 
a wonderful way of making lifelong friends. 
These fixtures emphasised the fact that 
sports fields are effective classrooms.

Our rugby and hockey teams have 
performed with distinction with a number of 
boys being selected to represent our region 
during the coming July vacation. At the time 
of writing this article it would appear that 
we have four boys in the Natal Craven Week 
A side; this is the largest number since the 
1950s. Our tennis has become strong and 
we are proud that Greg Ford was selected 
for the SA Schools’ U18 Tennis team. He 
is the first SCC boy to have achieved this 
honour.

At a recent strategic planning session the 
capacity of the Senior School was confirmed 
at 500 boys with the boarding target being 
set at 250 boys. The Board has however 
agreed to permit the addition of an extra 
Grade 8 class for 2010 because of the 
growing demand for places at the College, 
but the total enrolment will not exceed 500. 
In future it will therefore be possible to have 
certain Grades of more than 100 boys and 
other Grades of less than 100 boys. 25 boys 
will still be the maximum class size. The 
Preparatory School is expected to grow to 
300 boys in the next three years.

These numbers have necessitated the 
building of additional facilities for 2010. An 
additional classroom will be built for the 
Senior School and three new classrooms 
will be built for the Preparatory School. 
Furthermore, plans are being prepared for 
the construction of additional boarding 
houses in the future.

During the course of this year a number 
of buildings and facilities have come into 
operation. The Physical Conditioning Centre 
and the new Boarding Establishment for the 
Upper School have been well received by 
our community of boys. The improvement 
in the physical strength of our boys has been 
exceptional and our Sports Scientist, Mr 
Rodwyn Isaacs, is commended on what has 
been achieved to date. New tennis courts 
have been completed and a number of 
improvements have been made to the Old 
Boys’ Club (the Coach House). 

The College Chapel was built during the 
1960s to commemorate Old Boys who lost 
their lives in various international conflicts. 
SCC has lost Old Boys in the Anglo-Boer 
War, the First World War, Second World 
War and the Vietnam War. In the last few 
months the College has lost two of its boys, 
Samke Khumalo and Paul Lamoral, through 
tragic circumstances. As a consequence, 
the Management of the College decided 
to construct a Remembrance Garden 
to commemorate boys who have been 
prematurely taken away from us in civilian 
life. The garden will be built in front of Junior 
House and should be completed during the 
fourth term. A date for Remembrance Day 
will be provided in our Annual Calendar, and 
this day will be honoured in a special way.

In conclusion I would like to encourage 
you to keep up-to-date with current news 
at SCC by accessing our website at scc.
co.za. In addition the College’s annual 
publication “The Saint Chronicle” that was 
distributed at the commencement of this 
term is an excellent review of 2008, and 
our Marketing Manager, Mr Dean Riley, and 
advertising agent, Mr Justin Waldman, are 
commended. 

I hope that you and your son(s) enjoy the 
July vacation.

RG Kuhn • Headmaster 

Changing the face of Pietermaritzburg: the new Senior Boarding block as seen from across the valley in Hesketh Drive, Hayfields
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PREP SCHOOL

Money certainly is a topic of conversation 
at present, though probably 

for discouraging reasons 
rather than the headiness 

experienced in outright 
gains. Fi lthy lucre, 

w h e r e w i t h a l , 
spondulics, cash, 
loot, bucks, tom, 
macha, - references 
all tainted with 
a  va r i e ty  o f 
emotions and 

allusions (not 
to  ment ion 
illusions!).

An interest-
ing interview 

on  B B C 
World recently 
highlighted a 
p r o g r a m m e 
t a k i n g 
place at five 

Illinois schools 
c o n c e r n i n g 

money. In the light of 

present economic woes, scholars at these 
schools, led by enthusiastic rather than 
knowledgeable staff, instituted a savings 
programme in which attitude(s) to money 
had been assessed. Subsequent to some 
analysis of these, the scholars were invited 
to join the programme. Its simple aim: learn 
to save, and then invest – money.

But the main emphasis of this programme 
has turned out to be, has “evolved” into the 
principle of simply learning to save. Amongst 
some of the results (outcomes!?) has been a 
joint savings plan for eight of the scholars at 
one of these schools; pooling their savings 
raised a “bigger capital” to invest on fixed 
deposit, thereby acquiring a higher interest 
rate.

The scholars chose a secretary-treasurer, 
they met twice a week at school during 
“recess” (read: “tea” or “lunch-break”), 
and, up to the occasion of the interview had 
learnt enough to ‘manage their own affairs’ 
as the teacher interviewed stated.

These scholars – they appear to have 
been from 14 or 15 up to school-leaving age 
– had committed to saving in many ways. 
Some deducted from their own pocket-

Rog Writes

It has been a busy and demanding 
sporting term, not least for parents. Then 
again, mums and dads have no respite 
from early Saturday mornings; it is only 
the sports code that changes. Teachers and 
coaches also start to flag towards the end of 
term. The most significant members of our 
school community, our boys, will be looking 
forward to a holiday. 

The second term is particularly demanding 
and the great game played with the oval ball 
contributes to the fatigue felt towards the 
end of the quarter.

Rugby is a demanding game, mentally and 
physically. The passion required for success 
in this sport is extra-ordinary. The selected 

1997 2009

Clifton Nottingham Road Cordwalles

Bye Clifton Nottingham Road

Cordwalles Thomas More

Clarendon (U13) Pelham (U11) Clifton Durban

Cowan House Merchiston

Northern Park Pelham

Bisley Clifton Nottingham Road

Richmond

The company you keep…
fixtures have certainly made a challenging 
term event tougher.

The following was shared with the boys 
towards the end of the term:

Part of the St Charles College mission 
statement includes the intention to provide 
competitive sporting activities which 
challenge the best.

The table below shows the St Charles 
College Prep rugby fixtures list for 1997 
and 2009. Nobody can deny that the 
Prep is on the right trajectory to fulfil the 
requirements of the St Charles College 
Mission Statement.

Graham Stewart-Burger • Prep Headmaster

money, whilst others delivered newspapers 
or house-sat and used this income for their 
contribution.

What did appear to be a ‘yes-yes’ was 
the sense of independence from their 
parents’ decision-making powers over them. 
And, perhaps this might well have been a 
stronger selling point than perhaps was at 
first realised.

How utterly simple!
Now, isn’t this something we did a 

generation or two ago? Before Freddie 
Mercury sang ‘I want it all, and I want it 
NOW!’ ‘Something good always comes out 
of something bad,’ my gran once told me. 
And these economic woes of the present 
are certainly here to help us re-assess greed, 
credit, loans, “fast money”, and the “here 
and now”. There is nothing wrong with 
learning to save, and certainly nothing 
wrong with learning that Einstein rated 
compound interest as the ‘greatest force 
known to man’. Indeed! 

How many of our scholars have “ATM” 
cards? How many know their interest rate? 
How many save?

Mr Roger Sheppard

In 1997 only two rugby teams were fielded, an U11 side and an under thirteen side. All 1997 
fixtures were played midweek. In contrast, the 2009 fixture list includes opposition with a long 

history of rugby prowess. All the 2009 fixtures above were played on Saturdays.

Campbell McDuling, Blake Chubb, Mark Bray 
and Mitchell Hesse in action at Cowan House 

on Saturday 23 May 2009
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CULTURE

On a frigid winter’s night, Friday 12 June, 
what seemed like the entire Pietermaritzburg 
community and more from its environs 
gathered at the Golden Horse grandstands in 
the open air. The stands were full with people 
excitedly awaiting the Idols’ performances, 
including cameramen from MNet, a radio DJ 
from Lotus FM, reporters from the “Witness” 
and “Sunday Times”, and journalists from 
Vibe. What many people were unaware of 
(excluding the au fait Vibe journalists) was 
that the SCC Band, “Seventh Sphere”, was 
one of the curtain-raiser performances. 

The curtain-raiser performances comprised 
a dance by four very talented individuals 
that had the audience flabbergasted by 
their electrifying moves, two songs by the 
up-and-coming local artist, Ashleigh, and 
finally the brilliant musicians of “Seventh 
Sphere”. The SCC band played two songs, 
with Ashleigh taking the vocal lead, with 
Giles Smith’s backing vocals and acoustic 
guitar, Billy Battershill on lead guitar, Sean 
Anderson on rhythm guitar, Bryce Breeds on 
keyboard and Brett Singh on drums.

As the members of the band stepped on 
to the stage, they were greeted with a rather 
indifferent applause and several apathetic 
screams. A young girl even whispered 
behind me, ‘Are these the Jonas Brothers?’ 
But, as they began playing with aplomb 
(and an icy stare from me), she quickly 
corrected herself and the audience became 
increasingly zealous and loud. There was 
even a small anonymous crowd screaming 
blatantly at their feet.

The audience was astounded by their 
remarkable musical abilities, especially since 
they are only schoolboys who are certainly 
in the same league as world-famous bands! 
When their performance was over, they were 
deservedly congratulated with thunderous 
cheers and applause. It was a phenomenal 
performance, and Lendel, Thembi and Jason 
had yet to perform.

Murray Burn (Grade 12)
Head of Cultural Council

Idols concert

SCC talent Show flyer 2009 CTP F1   1 4/16/09   12:16:02 PM

“Seventh Sphere” – the SCC Band comprising 
Billy Batthershill, Brett Singh, Giles Smith, 

Bryce Breeds and Sean Anderson accompany 
Ashleigh at the Idols concert



J U L Y  2 0 0 9  T H E  S A I N T  N E W S L E T T E R    �

CAMPUS NEWS

This year we are proud to present Aaron 
McIlroy as our guest comedian at the St 
Charles College Talent Show.

McIlroy’s unique, wacky brand of 
interactive comedy provides an unforgettable 
experience that the whole family – including 
your granny – can enjoy. He is one of South 
Africa’s most popular entertainers, with a 
string of stage blockbusters behind him.

These include “The Loser”, “Mr 
Personality”, “My Cousin’s Brother”, and 
his most recent one-man satire, “The Stand-
Up”, a merciless foray into the business of 
generating laughs on stage. Aaron teamed 
up with his wife and professional partner, 
actress Lisa Bobbert, in Macbob Productions’ 
mu l t i  awa rd -w inn ing  two -hande r, 
“Defending the Planet” – the most recent 
of their popular collaborations that have 
included box office hits such as “Abamaniacs” 
among others. Aaron is notorious for getting 
his audiences’ abs aching and tears of mirth 
rolling.

Director Susan Monteregge credits him 
for ‘single-handedly transforming theatre 
into an extreme sport’.

To see him, and the finalists of our Talent 
Show, please book your tickets with Mrs 
Barbara Thorpe. Tickets are for sale at R80.00. 
The Show takes place on 18 September.

The flier for the Talent Show is reproduced 
on page 4 opposite. Entry forms are available 
on the web site – entries are coming in fast.

Ms Sue Rabie • Head of Culture

Talent Show

The past six months have been very 
successful in the Boarding Establishment and 
its running. Numerous sub-committees have 
been set up to deal with different situations 
and are led by Matrics on the council.

The Food Committee, led by Shane 
Howden has been having meetings with the 
kitchen managers. The Food Committee is 
a path down which boys can go to convey 
their likes and dislikes about the food. The 
Maintenance Committee, led by Giles Smith 
deals with issues with the maintenance of 
various areas of the BE, boys have been able 
to report damages etc. to Giles so they can 
be rectified via Mr Tom Smith. Jack Avni 
leads the Laundry and Recreational Room 
Committee. This committee deals with the 
problems that arise in the laundry as well as 
neatness and upkeep of the common rooms. 
There has not been much work for any of 
these committees as at the moment the BE 
is running extremely smoothly.

By now the Grade 8s have become 
an integral part of BE life and are an 
essential part to the proper functioning 
of the whole system, as are all the other 
boys. The Grade 9s, 10s and 11s have all 
contributed to the success of the BE over 
this first half of the year. After a tough 
sporting term with many Matrics playing 
either first or second team hockey or 
rugby, as well as an extremely demanding 
academic timetable with the AS Matrics 
writing finals and the HIGCSE Matrics 
trying to finish syllabi, the holidays are 
nearly upon us.

I trust that everyone has enjoyed this 
term, look forward to a well deserved 
break and will return next term replenished 
and ready to tackle the challenges of the 
coming term. Well done guys, we had an 
awesome first half, let’s keep it up.

Stuart Taylor (Grade 12)
Head of the Boarding Establishment Council

Boarding Establishment Council

The Environment Council has been very 
busy this year and has succeeded in many 
fields.

We started off by identifying a number of 
indigenous trees on the St Charles campus 
and marking them with plaques which 
we had especially made, showing their 
common and Latin names. The Council has 
been on two outings this year, and plans to 
go on many more during the third term of 
this year. The introduction of fishing into the 
Council has proved to be successful and has 
brought in great interest, which is shown 
by the number of members in the Council, 
which has risen to above thirty. Together 
with SCC Estate Manager, Mr Tom Smith, 
we have started a vermiculture project 

Environment Council
which could eventually be used to produce 
environment-friendly fertilizer to be used on 
the campus.

The highlight of the second term has been 
the Regional Environmental Quiz which was 
held on 7 May. St Charles College entered 
three teams comprising four boys each. Our 
first team came home victorious with our 
second team following close behind in third 
place. This ensured a place for our first team 
in the National Quiz to be held in August 
this year. This is our third consecutive year of 
achieving this feat, and we have gone on to 
win the National Quiz during the past two 
years.

Scott Day (Grade 12)
Head of the Environment Council

The Media Council got off to a great 
start from the second half of 2008’s fourth 
term. When I first explained the duties of the 
Council, my expectation was that I would 
have to force people to join the Council in 
order for work to be done, as there is a lot 
of work that is set out for the Media Council. 
However, contrary to my expectations, there 
were many boys who still wanted to join 
the Council after hearing about the heavy 
workload. Much credit and thanks are owed 
to these young men who have given up 
almost every Friday afternoon of both the 
first and the second terms in order that the 
sports programmes can be made available 
for Saturdays’ matches. The amount of 
sacrifice in that small gesture is significant 
and should not go unnoticed. 

Though the Council spent long hours in 
the Media Centre after school on Fridays 
(while everyone else goes home), the 
members, (myself included), didn’t mind, 

Media Council
because there was always joy and laughter 
and lots of jokes that were shared throughout 
the afternoon. We are a lively bunch. 

You know you are at St Charles College, 
when you have members of the second rugby 
XV, helping out with the programmes as well. 
Special thanks to Lwazi Mdakane and Andile 
Ndwandwe for their exceptional contribution 
to the Council – it is highly appreciated.

I give special thanks to Ms Rabie and Mr 
Karlsen for their contributions to the work of 
the council, and to Mrs Frangs for her editorial 
input. On the whole, I would like to thank 
the members of the Council for their efforts, 
and the staff of the College for giving me the 
opportunity to lead this Council. I hope my 
efforts, together with those of the council 
members have been enough to meet the 
School’s expectations of the Media Council.

Thapelo Kuzwayo (Grade 12)
Head of the Media Council

The SCA has grown in leaps and bounds 
since the beginning of the year. It has been 
a privilege to see the growth the boys have 
gone through in their relationship with God. 
At the start of the year we had a series on 
the importance of worship or praise, prayer 
and reading your Bible. There was a great 
response to this and many boys joined the 
morning prayer meetings and even held 
their own evening prayer meetings in the 
junior dorm as a result.

The prevailing themes for the half year 
have been a focus on growing in faith, a 
reliance on God and the significance of 
spending time in God’s presence. I have 
seen these themes get a grip of their hearts 
through the many questions and thoughts, 
and by the opening up and sharing of their 
stories and asking for guidance in their 
different situations. Many of the boys have 
found this part of the Council to be a saving 
grace for them, and the number of boys who 
want to join the Council is amazing. More of 
them want to learn how to counsel others 
and help them to handle difficult situations. 

The success of the Council and SCA thus 
far are only because of the grace of God. 
May his blessings be upon your family 
during these holidays.

Andile Dlamini (Grade 12)
Head of the Pastoral Council

Pastoral Council
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SPORTS IN THE PREP

Sugar, also known as sucrose, is a 
carbohydrate. It is an ingredient that is 
found in almost every food and drink that 
we consider wonderful. From Coca-Cola to 
Nestea, from biscuits to chocolates, from 
bread to pastries, sugar is found in large 
quantities. We have become obsessed with 
carbohydrates that have high sugar content. 
Most people know that sugar is “bad” for 
you, but not everybody knows just how bad 
it is.

Within the body, sugar creates drastic 
spikes in your insulin level. High insulin 
levels promote fat storage and prevent 
fat being used as a fuel source during low 
intensity activity. Reading, writing, walking, 
jogging and even thinking are low intensity 
activities, to name a few, that use fat as a fuel 
source. Sugar prevents fat being used as a 
fuel source during low intensity activity and 
this leads to an increase in body fat. “Love 
handles” and that extra weight around the 
mid area are indications of this body fat.

Sugar weakens your immune system: 
research shows that one teaspoon of sugar 
suppresses your immune system for up to 
four hours. i.e. A can of Coca-Cola, which 
contains about 25 teaspoons of sugar, 
suppresses your immune system for up to 
four days. And that is just one can, add that 
to the chocolate and chips, no wonder we 
get sick so easily.
•	 Sugar weakens your body’s defence 

against bacterial infection.
•	 Sugar causes hyperactivity and 

concentration difficulties.

•	 Sugar can adversely affect children’s 
school marks.

•	 Sugar can weaken eyesight.
•	 Sugar speeds up the aging process, 

causing wrinkles and grey hair.
•	 Sugar increases the risk of coronary heart 

disease.
•	 Sugar can lead to alcoholism.
•	 Sugar interferes with the absorption of 

calcium. Yes, stay away from low-fat 
strawberry flavoured yoghurt.

•	 Sugar may lead to cancer of the prostate, 
colon and rectum, as well as ovarian and 
breast cancer.
Dare I say more! The list goes on and on 

and on…
With what should you replace sugar? Fruit 

is sweet because it contains fructose, which 
is also a carbohydrate. If you consume fruit 
daily, that would slow down the craving 
for sweet things. Low GI carbohydrates like 
vegetables, whole-wheat and rye breads, 
Durum wheat pasta and oats, to name a few, 
keeps you fuller for longer and maintain your 
blood glucose level throughout the day. This 
stops the cravings.

What about “sugar-free” food and drinks? 
Now this is another topic altogether. The 
gist of it is that “sugar-free” food and drinks 
contain non-nutritive sweeteners which 
can lead to depression, Alzheimer’s disease, 
hyperthyroidism and other psychiatric 
states. 

I would rather die than drink Coke Zero, 
but if I did drink it I’d probably die anyway.

Rodwyn Isaacs • Sports Department

Some truths about sugar

1. Liam Green leads the U10As; 2. Sam Hines;
3. Matthew Malan and Liam Brown; 4 & 5 Grade 
0 and 1 mini-rugby;  6. Daniel Ferreira; 7. Shalin 

Govender; 8. Mini-soccer; 9.Travis Dutton
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9
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Let me begin this by thanking all 
of you wonderfully generous and 
hospitable parents who opened their 

homes to our friends from over the Jukskei 
River. I have been inundated with letters 
and phone calls from all and sundry at St 
Alban’s commenting on the friendly and 
welcoming way of our entire community.

I also thank all of you parents who allowed 
your boys to travel to St David’s and stay in 
strange homes and into the “unknown”. 
Thank you for trusting us as a staff and also 
the St David’s staff – it is always a big ask. I 
have been asked by many why we make the 
effort and why we bother to drag ourselves 
from the comfort and safety of our families to 
take nearly 400 boys all the way to Gauteng 
to stay over with strangers in order to play 
sports matches.

The fact is that over next couple years 
very few will be strangers anymore.

The reasons are logical and simple. We 
need to give our boys quality opposition 
against like-minded and fairly matched 

To host or not?
competitors. This type of opposition is 
becoming increasingly difficult to find 
locally – we owe it to our boys. The really 
important reasons are those of life skills 
and networking. It is critical in this modern 
age to re-teach social skills and simple 
hospitality. In a society that encourages 
people to communicate via Mix-it and 
Facebook, and to avoid human contact, 
we need to make every effort to allow our 
children to enjoy these experiences.

Standing at St David’s at seven in the 
evening and seeing the stress and worry 
on our boy’s faces was not easy for those 
there. Trusting people that one does not 
know are foreign feelings in our modern 
age. Dealing with boys on the verge of 
panic and with parents in an even worse 
condition is pretty daunting. As a parent 
myself (and a far too protective one at 
that) the responsibility stretched the nerves 
to breaking point but our faith in our 
friends and our Lord got us through. This 
experience led to serious soul searching 

and the answers came in a flood when I saw 
our “Men” greet the boys from St David’s. 
Handshakes in welcome, confident, self-
assured and focused. The change in body 
language was phenomenal and for our 
staff, hugely satisfying – the very essence 
of an all-round education accomplished.

Many of our boys have had experiences 
that will stand them in good stead for the 
rest of their lives. Many will have made 
lifelong friends from this experience. 
The past five weeks have seen St Charles 
College develop into a truly competitive 
sporting school and an awful lot of this can 
be credited to the confidence gained on 
our trip to Gauteng.

In my considered opinion we have 
made the quantum leap that we have 
been searching for and it has come at a 
wonderful time in our School’s forward 
progress on the winter sports fields.

Mr Dave Karlsen • Head of Sport

1. Hayden Cocksedge; 2. Justin Harrison; 3. Stuart Taylor; 4. Uli Fischer
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�    T H E  S A I N T  N E W S L E T T E R  J U L Y  2 0 0 9

The 2009 rugby season has been a 
success. The First XV played against some 
very strong teams such as Pionier, Boland 
Landbou, St Stithian’s and St Alban’s, just to 
name a few. The season has gone well with 
strong performances at the Saints’ Festival, 
drawing against the hosts on the first day. 
During the season we have enjoyed some 
good results such as, losing to a last-minute 
try against Hilton, beating St Alban’s, and 
DHS on Old Boy’s day, and narrowly losing 
to Michaelhouse. 

This has been an enjoyable season with 
some exciting rugby being played by the 
First XV. Four boys got into the KwaZulu-
Natal U18 sides with Zwela Zondi, Andile 
Dlamini and Siseko Jafta making the Craven 
Week A team and Monde Mngadi making 
the Academy A team.

Siseko Jafta (Grade 12)
First XV Rugby Captain

2009 rugby season

Justin James Advertising • ELECTRONIC

Mr Wynand Claasen at the presentation of 
caps to Zwela Zondi, Siseko Jafta, Andilke 

Dlamini (Craven Week A) and Monde Mngadi  
(Academy A) with Mr Stewart Bradford

1. Scott Day; 2. Devon McHardy
3. Damien Horeau;  4. Andrew Botha;

5. St Charles College supporters
6. Byron Coetzee;  7. Daniel Capsopoulos

8. Makabongwe “T” Mthembu
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